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Resumen

La ponencia examina el fenémeno histérico de la inmigracién china en las zonas aridas y se-
miaridas del estado de Chihuahua, México, centrandose en su intervencién en la produccién y
venta de productos agricolas. El objetivo es examinar estrategias de adaptacién cultural, social
y econémica que permitieron a los inmigrantes chinos establecerse y cultivar la tierra en un
contexto desértico. La metodologia de trabajo incluye el anélisis histérico a partir de fuentes
documentales, bibliograficas y testimoniales, asi como el examen de casos especificos locales

y referencias a experiencias analogas en el norte de México. La investigacion revela que los
agricultores chinos identificaron oportunamente un nicho econémico estratégico, la horticultura
intensiva, cuyo aprovechamiento les permitié esquivar la competencia directa con los producto-
res locales dedicados a la agricultura extensiva, enfocada a cultivos anuales o de ciclo corto. Los
chinos aplicaron conocimientos de irrigacién y manejo del agua para hacer productivas tierras
consideradas marginales, destacandose por su laboriosidad y la maximizacién de recursos esca-
sos. Asimismo, desplegaron redes étnicas sélidas que les permitieron alcanzar cierta integracion
econdmica vertical, mediante el control de la cadena de cultivos, el transporte y la venta de
hortalizas. En conclusién, los inmigrantes chinos dedicados a la agricultura demostraron su resi-
liencia y capacidad de adaptacion al entorno chihuahuense. Introdujeron innovaciones agricolas,
dinamizaron los mercados y el consumo de hortalizas, contribuyendo sustancialmente al tejido
socioecondmico regional.
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Abstract

This presentation examines the historical phenomenon of Chinese immigration in the arid and
semi-arid areas of the state of Chihuahua, Mexico, focusing on their involvement in the pro-
duction and sale of agricultural products. The objective is to examine the cultural, social, and
economic adaptation strategies that enabled Chinese immigrants to establish themselves and
cultivate the land in a desert context. The methodology includes historical analysis based on doc-
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umentary, bibliographic, and testimonial sources, as well as the examination of specific local cases
and references to analogous experiences in northern Mexico. Based on the research conducted,
it can be stated that Chinese farmers strategically identified an economic niche—intensive hor-
ticulture—whose development allowed them to avoid direct competition with local producers
engaged in extensive agriculture focused on annual or short-cycle crops. The Chinese applied
knowledge of irrigation and water management to make marginal lands productive, distinguish-
ing themselves through their industriousness and maximization of scarce resources. Likewise,

they deployed solid ethnic networks that enabled them to achieve a degree of vertical economic
integration through control of the chain of cultivation, transportation, and sale of vegetables. In
conclusion, Chinese immigrants engaged in agriculture demonstrated their resilience and adap-
tive capacity to the Chihuahuan environment. They introduced agricultural innovations, stimulated
markets and vegetable consumption, contributing substantially to the regional socioeconomic
fabric.
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